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means assert the right of free speech and free association. But there
is no occasion for embarking on mass civil disobedience, or non-
payment, which is one phase of it. The workers will have taken
the masses through a richer discipline by advising them to pay the
rents due for the current period.
WHAT ABOUT ANDHRA?
"Then why have you advised Andhra in favour of non-pay-
ment? Have you not committed a breach of your own compact
with the Malaviya Conference not to start mass civil disobedience
up to 31st instant?" asks another friend. (These notes are being written
on the 30th). Well, I have not advised the Andhras to start mass
civil disobedience. I could not prevent them from preparing for
it. Their suspension was merely to a period inside the due date for
the purpose of feeling their way* The Government have certainly
precipitated matters. But the Andhra people are shrewd and I
hope they know the art of humility. In spite of the Government
provocation, I have every hope that they all will be humble enough
not to undertake mass civil disobedience unless they find that
they are absolutely ready, and are sure of being able to fulfil all
the conditions laid down by the Congress, non-violence being by
no means the least of them. I would certainly be better pleased
if no other part of India, not excluding Andhra, was to try the
experiment till the result of mine was definitely known.
DANGER OF MASS MOVEMENT
Whilst there is every reason for self-gratification over mass
awakening, it would be foolish to ignore its undoubted dangers.
I have just read a notice in the papers that a girl has been pretend-
ing to be my daughter and receiving on that account all kinds of
attention. I do not mind owning, I should be proud to own,
thousands of good, restrained girls as my daughters. They will do
credit to me and the country. The world would recognize them as
members of an ever increasing family by adoption. As it is, I
have to remark for the tenth time that I do not possess the good
fortune to have a daughter. There is a tiny "untouchable" girl whom
I do proudly call my adopted daughter. She has brought happi-
ness to me and I hope by the time she has grown up she will
bring truth and humility to her future field of service. Today she
is a veritable "devil". She believes in all play and no work. She
finds it hard to work without the ebony ruler which used to keep
her straight in her parental home* But I do not mind this charm-
Ing idler of seven years claiming me as father. There are also
some grown up girls who permit me the pleasure of claiming